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Debbie and Bill Kellis started selling flowers and garden pro-
duce on a couple of sheets of plywood set on saw-horses in 

front of their house in Algonquin Location last year. They 
didnõt stay small for long. 

 

In December Debbie started 100,000 flower seeds in a heated 
greenhouse behind their home and in April planted vegeta-

bles in the cold greenhouse. Those vegetable plants now fill 
nearly seven acres of garden back in the woods and multiple 
annual and perennial flower beds near the house. 

 

òWe definitely do well,ó said Debbie, selling flowers and 
vegetables both. Carrots are such hot sellers theyõve planted 
2200 feet of them. Gardening replaced her job as a school bus 
driver and she couldnõt be happier. òIt takes the stress out of 

your life. It allows you to get back to nature. Youõre outside all 
the time. Itõs rewarding to see what youõve planted grow. This 
is about the best way you can live your life.ó 

 

We walked back behind their house, past a bed of zinnias as colorful as a box of Crayola crayons, down a winding path 

through the woods to the production gardens, land thick with lush green growth.  Clumps of pickling and slicing cu-
cumbers, zucchini, spinach, pumpkins, corn, yellow and green beans, beets, peppers, strawberries covered the ground. A 
sprinkler sprays well water over the garden 24 hours a day.  

 

They till in the spring and once during the early season to get weeds under control, then pull stray weeds while they 
pick. They donõt use herbicides or pesticides. They havenõt had any problems with bugs this year. Rotating crops helps 
and last year had to spray with soap to get rid of insects. 

 

Weather is their most challenging problem, they said, that and animals. Ground -hogs ate the squash, crows ate the first 
planting of corn seeds and an elk pulled up some of the broccoli and cauliflower plants. Now they have a seven foot high 
òinvisible fenceó surrounding the garden. 

 

They want to keep their business simple so arenõt interested in being certified organic. But simple doesnõt mean easy. 

Thereõs plenty of work. òWhen the garden comes in, youõve got to pick or itõs gone,ó Debbie said. òItõs hard work just 
keeping the tables stocked. Weõre tired by the end of the season.ó And when sheõs finished picking for others, she puts 
food by for her family é canning, freezing, baking. 

 

Theyõre still learning what sells and what doesnõt. For example people line up for their bushel baskets of tomatoes. This 
year theyõre taking orders. 

 

Theyõve approached local grocery stores but since they canõt guarantee consistent produce, stores are reluctant to give up 

their usual sources. òCommercial selling would be awesome!ó said Debbie. 

 

And they sell out at the farmersõ market, a weekly event she loves. òEveryone there is family-oriented. And everyone 
charges about the same. 

 

The positive response to their locally grown foods has been overwhelming. One anonymous customer expressed his 
appreciation by leaving an extra dollar in the money -box on their honor -system front-yard sales tables and a note saying, 
òIõm just so happy that youõre here.ó 

 

Visit Oasis Gardens at 2219 West 20th St. in Sault Ste. Marie or call 906-632-9607. 

  


